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Adult Education News

After a break for the summer, the Adult Education program that meets be-
tween services each Sunday morning will return to action with a block buster series
that starts on September 12 (the Sunday after Labor Day). The Gospel of John is
the subject and it will be explored thoroughly over a period of 13 sessions, up
through December 5.

John's account of the life and teachings of Jesus, known often as the
Fourth Gospel, is unigue. One of the four biographical records of Jesusin the New
Testament, it differs significantly in style from the other three (Matthew, Mark and
Luke). Those three are known as the synoptic Gospels. A key difference isthat the
first three are much more like chronological records of the life and ministry of Je-
sus. They do indeed provide a synopsis of his activity and teaching. It's not that
John doesn’t do that exactly. Rather, it is more characteristic of John to interpret
what Jesus does and says. He is much less concerned about the chronology of Je-
sus ministry than he is about what it means and implies. As a result, there are
some places where John’ s order of things seems different from the others. It can be
noted, of course, that there are clear implications to be found in the synoptics about
the ways these three writers interpret Jesus. You can discern from careful reading
that there are certain emphases they want to make to the readers they address.
Some of those things are evident in their vocabulary and in subtle differences they
might employ to tell stories. But John is more the theologian. Hisimagery is deep,
often able to be “peeled.” Much of the time John can be read in several layers of
depth. It is aways appropriate to ask “what’'s underneath this statement or that
one?’ when reading John's writing. (Such examples are the encounter of Jesus
with Nicodemus in chapter three or the story of Jesus and the woman at the well in
chapter four.)

These and many other nuances of John's special Gospel will be examined
in the series that is scheduled. The thirteen sessions will be led by 10 different pre-
senters. They will be explored as the study makes its way from the beginning to
the end of the book itself. Attention will be paid to the various “themes’ that com-
prise the book — such as the bread of life, the shepherd, the resurrection and the life,
etc. There will be an emphasis on the ways John is faithful to the traditions of
Scripture, and on his presentation of some of the very basic tenants of Christian
faith —the Church, the Trinity, the Cross, and the Resurrection.

This seriesis an important one. It will present good information about one
of the most profound and important books of the Bible. And it is onein which eve-
ryone can gain wonderful insights and reminders. Make plans to be a part of this
opportunity to grow in faith and understanding. Adult Education sessions are
each Sunday, 9:15to0 10:10 A.M. The schedule resumes on September 12 with
the series on the Gospel of John.



L et me suggest that the word for today

(Whatever day it is)

Isfreedom.

That seemed appropriate to mein July.

There' samost important national holiday this month
That celebrates that very thing — freedom!

What a concept! And what a breadth of meaning!

The holiday, in simple essence,

Remembers the independence gained by a new nation —
Theright, privilege and ability to be self-determinant.
There were rumblings about being liberated from taxation
By another nation at that time.

And that surely had gotten out of hand.

But, while afactor, there was much mor e than that.
There was, more importantly,

The pursuit of the nation’s own lofty ideals.

It was not just about freedom from England.

It was more about freedom to... give flesh to liberty

In a society that was determined to respect human rights;
To open doors to unrestrained possibilities;

To offer unexplored horizons of opportunity

That are God-given in each one’s created purpose.

For well over two and one quarter centuries

That seemingly simple word has been examined and
explored,

Sometimes even debated anew.

WEe' ve discovered and experienced much of what it means,
And occasionally fallen short and abusive of some of it too.
We' ve had to learn and re-examine that it is sometimes costly,
And never just guaranteed.

Itis, instead, the opportunitiesthat are the given.

The shortcomings and abuses usually occur

When freedom is taken for granted;

When it is denied to others,

When it isregarded as the exclusive right of afew;

And when it becomes a hammer for (of all things)
oppression.

There are, strangely, aways such risks

That attend something so pure and holy in human hands.

We can be awed every year by the enormous achieve-
ments

That have come from this noble human experiment
Known as the United States of America.

And we can be unashamedly thankful

For the privileges and the giftsit has afforded us.

But we must also be ever watchful about its maintenance
And dedicated to its preservation.

One of its peculiar ironiesisthat it sets usfree

To question it; to extend it; to chasten and correct it;
And to treat it with the kind of humility that privilege
requires.

In the world community,

Aswell asin the smallest circles of our own society,
One of the greatest threats to the concept itself

Is a haughty disregard for other ideas.

It behooves us to remember that

Freedom received is a so necessarily freedom given.

Asin all things, our most treasured resourceisin our
prayers.

Celebrating our nation urges us, indeed it requires us,
To ask for God' s continued blessing for us as a people.
It begins with gratitude for his abundant and bountiful
gifts,

And it ends with trust in his mercy and will

To guide usin directions where his Spirit leads.
Thisisthe God of freedom; the author of liberty;,

The very definition of peace itself.

We need continually to ask him to use us,

To enable us, to support us

In being a beacon to the world of those Godly gifts.

Peace and Freedom for Independence Day.



ﬂ COUNCIL CORNER %)* +

The purpose of the Council Corner is to describe the committee or officer position and to keep the congre-
gation up-to-date on current activities. The shortest job description for the officers of the congregation is
that of the Lay President. He/she shall preside at all meetings of the Lakeside congregation, the Congrega-
tion Council and the Executive Committee. Now that description does not say all meetings, it says all
Congregational Meetings. So while not attending all meetings, as President | do receive monthly reports
and phone callsif the situation demandsit. That’s the characteristic of the position. | recently attended the
twenty-third Annual Assembly of the Virginia Synod of the ELCA. It was awonderful weekend with
meaningful worship and powerful music. At that meeting the voting members of the Assembly had the
opportunity to break up into very small groups (three or six) to discuss and give feedback to the Synod.
We discussed issues facing congregations (called elephants in the room); we discussed what the synod
does well; and we discussed the anniversary year 2017 where we celebrate the 500" year of the Reforma-
tion, the 300™ anniversary of our oldest congregation, Hebron, in Madison, and the 175" anniversary of
Roanoke College. In arecent report from the Bishop here are some top three summaries of those discus-
sions:
Top Three Elephantsin the Room

Membership decline/worship attendance decline

Age of membership

Debt/financial concern

What the Synod does Well
Y outh ministry
Power in the Spirit
ACTS

Anniversary Year 2017
Communicating to others about Lutheranism
About service (to self, community and worldwide)
Re-learning Martin Luther and his theological contributions

The synod will be using this feedback as basis for their planning. We will surely be hearing more about
2017 in the coming years

Closer to home, Lakeside's recently completed planning cycle has initiated plans for anew building. The
Capital Planning Committeeis hard at work planning the financial campaign. You will be hearing alot
about these efforts in the coming months.






winther
Intern Notes—In Turn — Past and Future

What ajoy it isto note that PASTOR Carolyn Simonds, (formerly known as VICAR Carolyn) is well
settled in her parish (Liberty Parish) in north central Pennsylvania, the Upper Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA.
She has aready experienced a wide range of duties and responsibilities, privileges and opportunities since her
Ordination. She reports such things as. preaching, leading worship (three times every Sunday) and celebrating
the Lord’s Supper; weddings; funeras; hospital visits;, Confirmation classes; VBS; Council meetings, a Synod
Assembly; various committees; etc., etc. (And —rumor has it — she was seen milking a cow [?] when at a parish-
ioner’s home on a farm on Memorial Day weekend). She is doing a terrific job — with the possible exception of
the cow thing. Continue your prayersfor her ministry.

We are following with interest the call process that is in full swing for Seminary Graduate Eric M oser
(formerly known as VICAR Eric). He has had a solid interview with the call committee of a parish in central
Maryland (Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA). On another Sunday he preached for that committee at a neutral
site parish in the Synod. That process is moving forward in what appears to be a positive manner. Some deci-
sions about that should come in the near future. Pray for the strong activity of the Holy Spirit as this discernment
moves forward. In addition to all that, Eric and Anna are making their plans for afal wedding. What a special
timethisisin their lives,

(Soon to be) VICAR Julie Scheibel is due officialy to start her internship at Lakeside on Monday, Au-
gust 23. She'll be arriving in the community several days before that and will be with us for worship on the 22,
The Congregational Life Committee and the Intern Committee are preparing for a welcoming event for Julie on
Saturday, August 28 — a picnic/cookout/fellowship time that late afternoon-evening. And there will also be time
for meeting and greeting at worship on the 29", Julie is spending the summer in the Chicago area and in lowa
As we anticipate her arrival we invite your prayers on her behalf — that her summer will be refreshing — that her
travels, especially as she comes to North Carolina, will be safe — and that her time among us in the coming year
will be blessed by filled with spirit filled experiences for her and for our church family.

Thereis till timeto register for VBS. It isJuly 12-16 at Littleton United Methodist Church. Invite your grandchildren
in your neighborhood. Registration forms are available at Lakeside and/or on our website.

FLANEY
100M
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Request from the Property Commifteé:

5 &5 & B( ™M --
0

Tellersare needed to count money after the 10:30a, Serviceit will
only be for an Hour or so . Every 5" or 6" Sunday. Please contact
Brigitte Eberle at 434-636-5099 or on email at theebs@buggs.net.
Thank Y ou!
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Thank you for your words of comfort, cards, and prayers since the loss of my son. This truly is a
caring and sympathetic church family.
~ George Kimble

The Daigle Family would like to express their most sincere gratitude for the prayers over the past
year for their son, Brett Daigle. He has safely returned from his deployment in Afghanistan and is
currently back on U.S. soil! Thank you everyone for the prayers!

~ Charlotte & Emil Daigle

...to Accents and Joyful Ringersfor their handbell pieces at worship
on June 20 and 27

...to the Parish Care Committee for the reception on June 27 to welcome
Parish Nurse Charlotte Moss to Lakeside

...to Nancy and Bob Roegner who were our Voting Members at the
Annua Synod Assembly, and to Gail Eichner who was the official
photographer at the June 4-6 event — her photos will soon be displayed
on both the Synod and Lakeside websites

...to Dennis Hahle for his presentation to the Men’s Lunch Bunch

...tothe Crew that worked at the Pavilion to paint and rust-proof the
metal portions

...to the very faithful Setup Crewsthat prepare the Pavilion for the early
Service each Sunday throughout the summer

...to Nancy Roegner for the curtain/screen on the office window that allows
for more privacy and sound abatement when there is activity in the narthex

...tothe Prayer Chain for the constant vigil of caring they offer and the
faithful prayersthey raise up at the very frequent requests they receive

...to Karl and Elizabeth Groeger for their presentation of the United Lutheran
Appeal

...to Sandy Schmidt for her continued help with many tasks in the church office
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